SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign, and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za%C2%AOwhile the text bul- 
letin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To join 
the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


THE 2022 SARL CONTEST MANUAL AND THE DIARY OF EVENTS 
ARISS SSTV EVENT SCHEDULED TO START ON 26 DECEMBER 
And 

FIRST CONTEST FOR 2022 ON NEW YEAR’S DAY 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


We begin this bulletin with the news of a silent key. 


Sadly, one of our respected radio amateurs passed away on Thursday 23 Decem- 
ber after a long sickbed. Jan Hattingh, ZS6BMN / AG5RF was well known in 
the metrology field as an expert on the subject. He was a highly intelligent and 
compassionate human being. Jan became a radio amateur in the late 1960s and 
qualified as a private pilot around the same time. Our sincere condolences are 
extended to his family and friends. 


PAUSE 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE 2022 SARL CONTEST MANUAL AND THE DIARY OF EVENTS 


The 2022 SARL Contest Manual and the Diary of Events can be downloaded 
from the Contest Page on the League website at www.-sarl.org.za/public/ 
contests /contestrules.asp. 


Make sure you have the latest version of these documents; they were uploaded 
on Thursday 23 December 2021. 


THE 2021 ARRL HANDBOOK AND ANTENNA BOOK 


A limited supply of these two sought-after handbooks is available. Full details 
and order form can be found on www.amateurradio.org.za. Treat yourself this 
Christmas. 


ARISS SSTV EVENT SCHEDULED TO START ON 26 DECEMBER 


An ARISS Slow Scan TV (SSTV) event is scheduled from the International 
Space Station (ISS). The event is slated to begin at 18:25 UTC on Sunday 
26 December for setup and operation and continue until 17:05 UTC on Fri- 
day 31 December. Dates and times are subject to change due to ISS opera- 
tional adjustments. Images will be downlinked on 145,800 MHz +/- 3 kHz 
for Doppler shift and the expected SSTV mode of operation is PD 120. The 
main theme will be for this event will be lunar exploration. Radio enthusi- 
asts taking part in the event can post and view images on the ARISS SSTV 
Gallery at www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/. After your image is 
posted at the gallery, you can acquire a special award by linking to https: 
//aviss.pzk.org.pl/sstv/%C2%A0and follow directions for submitting a digital 
copy of your received image. Follow us on Twitter, search on Amateur Radio 
on the ISS and @ARISS_ status. 


THE SAMOC “STRAIGHT KEY NIGHT” 


The Straight Key Night runs from 00:00 to 23:59 UTC on Saturday 1 January 
2022 and this 24-hour event is not a contest — rather it is a day dedicated to 
celebrating our CW heritage. Participants are encouraged to get on the air and 
simply make enjoyable conversational CW QSOs. The use of straight keys or 
bugs to send CW is preferred. There are no points scored and all who take part 
are winners. You are requested to vote for ‘Best Fist’ and “Most Interesting 
QSO” on your list of contacts by including ‘Best Fist’ or “Most Interesting QSO” 
in the comments field. There is an Excel log sheet available on the Contest Page 
on the SARL website. 
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THE JANUARY 2022 RADIO ZS 


The January 2022 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download during the 
coming week from the SARL website. Seventy-five years ago, in July 1947 this 
first Radio ZS was published. 


In this issue you can read about the CubeSat 3 Feedback report and about 
activating the 4 metre band. The Jeugland ARC went on their first SOTA 
expedition and we look back to 1961 and the launch of OSCAR 1. Who was 
Hans Christian Orsted? We look at a Frame Antenna for the Low Bands and 
read about the YL activity. And more! 


A MESSAGE FROM THE SANDTON CLUB 


The Sandton Amateur Radio Club would like to congratulate the West Rand 
Amateur Radio Club for winning the SARL 40 m Grid Square Club sprint, the 
SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint, and the SARL National Field Day in Class 
A during 2021. An outstanding achievement West Rand Club. Very well done! 


The Sandton ARC also wishes to congratulate all the other 2021 club and indi- 
vidual winners and a big thank you to all who took part, you make these events 
exciting and the fun events they are meant to be. Hope to catch you heating 
up the bands again in 2022. 


A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 


NEW CHINESE AMATEUR RADIO SATELLITE COULD LAUNCH ON 25 
DECEMBER 


The CAMSAT XW-3 (CAS-9) amateur radio satellite has been installed on the 
CZ-4C Y39 launch vehicle at the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in China and 
related work is in progress as planned, CAMSAT’s Alan Kung, BA1DU, reports. 


“Tf all goes well, the satellite will be launched on 25 December 2021.” The orbit 
will be a circular sun-synchronous orbit with an altitude of 770,1 kilometres. The 
XW-3 (CAS-9) user manual has more details. The 100 mW linear transponder 
will have an uplink frequency of 145,870 MHz and a downlink frequency of 
435,180 MHz (transponder passband is 30 kHz, inverted). The satellite will 
have a CW beacon on 435,575 MHz. Listen to the Satellite Update during the 
Amateur Radio Today programme for more information. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
moderate levels. There are currently a number of sunspot regions visible, some 
C-class or M-class flaring can be expected. If you want to do your own frequency 
predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 


82. The 10 to 30 m bands will provide some good DX fun. Please visit the 
website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 
Today — Family Day and the start of the ARISS Slow Scan TV event 
27 December — Public holiday 


31 December — The end of the YOTA month, the CQ DX Marathon, Bands 
Alive Ultra-marathon and the ARISS SST'V event 


01 January — New Year’s Day, the start of the 2022 CQ DX Marathon and the 
SAMOC Straight Key Night 


3 and 4 January — The Quadrantids Meteor Shower 
12 January - The Inland schools open 
14 to 16 January — The PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest 


19 January - The Coastal schools open and the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club 
Contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The 2022 SARL Contest Manual and the Diary of Events can be downloaded 
from the Contest Page on the League website at www.sarl.org.za/public/ 
contests /contestrules.asp. 


Make sure you have the latest version of these documents — they were uploaded 
on Thursday 23 December 2021. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the News Team, a Happy New Year and best wishes for the week ahead. 


